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BVCA P`qsmdqrgho 

Committed to serving the needs of  
individuals and families in the 
counties of Butler, Fillmore, Gage, 
Jefferson, Polk, Saline, Seward, 
Thayer and York in Nebraska. 
Limited services provided in other 
counties. 
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²ŜƭŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ !ƴƴǳŀƭ wŜǇƻǊǘ ƻŦ .ƭǳŜ ±ŀƭƭŜȅ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ !Ŏǘƛƻƴ tŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŎƻǾŜǊǎ ǘƘŜ hŎǘƻōŜǊ 1, 2014 
to September 30, 2015 fiscal year of our organization. As you read it, we will already be in our 50th year celebrations 
which began October 1, 2015τ50 years of helping the communities, families and individuals of our service area.  
 

As you review this report, we ask you to place yourself in the shoes of those we have helped, many of whom have had 
their lives changed. In doing so, you may realize how they felt having to come to us to seek help, how the weight of 
that burden was suddenly lifted from them as they found a caring, respectful individual listening to their cries for help 
(sometime literally cries) as BVCA responded with the assistance we could give to set them back on a road of self-
ǎǳŦŦƛŎƛŜƴŎȅ ŀƴŘ ŀ ƭŜǎǎ ǎǘǊŜǎǎŦǳƭ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴΦ  /ƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜǎΩ ƭƛǾŜǎ ƛǎ ǿƘŀǘ .±/! tŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ ƛǎ ŀƭƭ ŀōƻǳǘΦ 
 

We cannot solve all problems of all people, far from it. We can, however, do what is right by listening with respect to 
their often tragic situations, offering comfort and a little hope. Our private donations most often go to  assist with the 
emergencies of those who walk-in. We work with county governments, local towns, churches and other community 
groups and agencies to maximize resources for services and collaborations so as to avoid duplication or waste. We 
know of no community group or agency which has so many financial assets that they can afford to be wasteful, 
ŘǳǇƭƛŎŀǘƛǾŜ ƻǊ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛǾŜΦ !ǎ ŀ άŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŀŎǘƛƻƴέ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ άǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇέ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ƴŀƳŜΣ ǿŜ ǘǊȅ ƻǳǊ ōŜǎǘ ǘƻ 
bring the entire community together to resolve urgent community needs and the needs of those with the toughest 
roads to travel. We hope you will help us, help them travel that road more gently.   
 

We hope you will read our 49th annual report and decide to pitch in to help out. Your involvement is the best solution; 
your financial support is also helpful. Our best result would be to get everyone partnering to improve rural Nebraska by 
creating opportunities for all. Please visit www.bvca.net to get involved, make a donation, and make a difference. 

A Message from BVCA 

Leadership Team 
Richard D. Nation 
Chief Executive Officer 

 

Heather Lytle  
Administrative Director 

 

Ardith Hoins  
Family & Community Services Director 

 

Shari Wurtz -Miller  
Children Services Director 

 

Jamie Swartz 
Fiscal Director 

 

Kim Vicars 
Housing Director 

 

Kelly Davis 
Weatherization Director 

 

Janie Fralin  
Health Services Director 

 

Collena Laschanzky 
Juvenile Services Director 

 

Roxanne Hammond 
Human Resources Officer 

 

Kim Robbins 
Research & Development Officer 

Helping People . . . Changing Lives  
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Board of Directors 2014-2015 

¶ Support policies that reward those on the road to self-sufficiency.  
ǐ Support prioritization of programs that move toward the goal of self-sufficiency, while 

ensuring a safety net. 
ǐ Support public policy to increase potential income generation and opportunities.  

 

¶ Promote education and the tools necessary to bring individuals up to a living wage.  
ǐ Promote financial literacy education. 
ǐ Support public education regarding discrimination against the poor. 

 

¶ Promote job creation programs, policies and legislation. 
ǐ Support equal pay for equal work.  

 

¶ Promote rural equity in human service opportunities. 
 

¶ Promote less reliance on government by motivating the non-government sector to invest in 
charitable endeavors. 

 

¶ Encourage favorable taxation policy towards low-income tax-payers and charitable organizations. 
 

¶ Support healthy lifestyle opportunities for low-income families and individuals. 
ǐ Support healthcare that offers affordable universal coverage. 

 

¶ Support multi-year federal budgeting, similar to state two year cycle. 
 

¶ Support a streamlined process toward becoming a U.S. Citizen. 
 

¶ Support the right of low-income to have adequate legal counsel. 
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Officers 
PresidentτTerry Keslar, Gage County Private Sector  
Vice PresidentτTony Likens, Jefferson County Private Sector 
TreasurerτRandy Williams, Fillmore County Private Sector 
SecretaryτRay Capek, Fillmore County Public Sector 

Public Sector Representatives 
Tony Krafka, Butler County 
Kevin Slama, Butler County (A) 
Jerry Galusha, Fillmore County (A) 
Erich Tiemann, Gage County 
Art Craig, Jefferson County 
Michael Simonsen, Polk County 
Michael Smith, Polk County (A) 
Willis Luedke, Saline County 
Janet Henning, Saline County (A) 
Whitney Fleischman, Seward County  
Mike Luebbe, Seward County (A) 
Chris Frye, Thayer County 
Kurt Bulgrin, York County 
Bill Bamesberger, York County (A) 

Private Sector Representatives 
Randy Williams, Fillmore County 
Tracy Wallick, Fillmore County (A) 
Wayne Nestor, Polk County 
Dan McElravy, Saline County 
Truc Doan, Saline County (A) 
Wendy Elston, Seward County 
John Milligan, Seward County (A) 
Jeff Hammer, Thayer County 
Dave Dohmen, York County  
Nancy Lee, York County (A) 
 

Ex-Officio Representatives 
Ashley Nicholson, Project FIRST  
Chasity Meyers, Project FIRST (A) 
Crystal Vinsonhaler, Policy Council 
Hobie Gray, Senior Youth Leadership Council 

Consumer Sector Representatives 
Luellen Schauer, Butler County 
Michelle Schauer, Fillmore County  
Sandi Danskin, Fillmore County (A) 
Judy Feit, Gage County  
Cindy Essam, Gage County (A) 
Sam Mishler, Jefferson County 
Janice Weber, Seward County 
Kenny Vieselmeyer, Thayer County 
Janelle Culp, Thayer County (A) 
Elizabeth Sobotka, York County 
Helen Lulow, York County (A) 
 

Otq Mhrrhnm 
Overcoming Poverty by  

Helping People, Improving Lives 
and Strengthening Communities.  

Terry Keslar 

Board President  

2015 

Richard Nation 

Chief Executive Officer 

1978-2015 
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Male
43%

Female
57%

Gender  

44%

42%

14%
0 - 17

18 - 61

62+

Age  

Caucasian
96.5%

Native Hawaiian
0.1%

African American
0.6%

Asian
0.3%

American Indian
0.5%

Bi/Multi -Racial
2.0%

Race  

Family Structure  
The average community family size is 2.55 people per household 
compared to the average BVCA client family size of 1.95. 
 

 

Family Size: 
 35% One Person 
 25% Two Persons 
 15% Three Persons 
 13% Four Persons 
 7% Five Persons 
 3% Six Persons 
 1% Seven Persons 
 1% Eight or More Persons 

Household Types: 
 28% Two Parents 
 21% Single Parent 
 9% Couple, No Children 
 35% Single Persons 
 7% Other 

Client Demographics FY 2015 

Non - Hispanic
82%

Hispanic/Latino
18%

Ethnicity  

During FY 2015 

BVCA Partnership served 

9,114 individuals. 

Otq Vhrhnm 
Our vision is that communities are 
safe and supportive; differences and 
traditions are respected; individuals 
and families are financially secure; 
and everyone has opportunities to 
develop their potential. 



Poverty Among BVCA's  
Clients' Families  

Percent of the poverty rate and percent of BVCA 
clients at that rate: 

 

50% or less 23% 101%-125% 20% 
51%-75% 16% 126%-200% 15%  
76%-100% 24% 200% or higher  2% 
 63%  37% 

 

What does it mean in real dollars for a family of four? 
* 50% of poverty is $12,125 gross 
* 100% of poverty is $24,250 gross 
* 125% of poverty is $30,310 gross 

 

Current minimum wage is $9.00 per hour or $18,720 
full-time gross, significantly below the poverty rate. 
Even at $10.00 per hour, the wage for a family of four 
would be $20,800τstill well below the poverty rate. 
The only good news is that the lowest level under 50% 
of poverty has dropped to 23% from 26% last year.  

Own
23%

Rental
54%

Subsidized 
Rental
13%

Other
7%

Homeless
3%
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Helping People . . . Changing Lives  

Client Shelter  

Arrangements  

Education 
  4% College/Tech Graduates 
10% High School Graduates with 
  Some College 
21% High School Graduates/GED 
13% Non-graduating Adults 
52% School Age & Younger 

Insurance  
% of  

Clients  
Change From  

FY 2014 

No Insurance  21% -4% 

SCHIP-/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ IŜŀƭǘƘ LƴǎǳǊŀƴŎŜ tƻƻƭ  28% +1% 

Medicaid  20% NO CHANGE 

Medicare  15% +10% 

Private Coverage  11% -1% 

Employer Provided 3% *  

Veterans Administration  2% +1% 

*Not Previously Counted  

Tgd Pqnlhrd ne  
Cnlltmhsx Abshnm 

 

Community Action changes people's 
lives, embodies the spirit of hope, 
improves communities, and makes 
America a better place to live. We 
care about the entire community 
and we are dedicated to helping 
people help themselves and each 
other. 
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ProgramsςA Year In Review FY 2015 

EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE 
Available: All BVCA Counties 
Individuals and families are assisted with emergency requests including housing provision, transportation, 
prescriptions, and various small emergencies. 
 

  Number of individuals receiving emergency assistance:  
Å  Rent: 411 Å  Utility: 620 Å  Shelter: 81  
Å  Medical Care: 18 Å  Transportation: 37 Å  Clothing: 142  

 Unduplicated number for all these services total 1,051 individuals in 635 households. 

PROJECT FIRST (FAMILIES IN RESIDENCE WITH SUPPORT IN TRANSITION) 
Availability: All BVCA Counties 
Homeless families with children engage in the family development process to achieve self-sufficiency and housing 
stability through scattered site housing in the community of their choice. 
 

 15 families with 46 family members (17 adults and 29 children) were served.  
 Of the persons entering FIRST during the year: 
¶ 14 came from emergency shelter. 
¶ 2 came from a transitional housing program. 
¶ 1 was living in a place not meant for human habitation. 

 

 Program goal results included: 
¶ 7 of 9 adults who exited had the same or more income at time of exit compared to time of entry. 
¶ 3 of 8 individuals that currently remain on the program had the same or more income compared to time of entry. 
¶ 25 of 25 individuals who exited the program remained in permanent housing. 
¶ 9 of 9 households with debt of $53,930 reduced it by $7,393.30 (13.7%).  
¶ 78% of households contributed to their savings account.  
¶ 7 households saved $3,749. 

Shw N`shnm`k  
Cnlltmhsx Abshnm Gn`kr 

ǐ Low-income people become 
more self-sufficient. 
ǐ The conditions in which 

low-income people live are 
improved. 
ǐ Low-income people own a stake 

in their community. 
ǐ Partnerships among supporters 

and providers of services to low-
income people are achieved.  
ǐ Agencies increase their capacity 

to achieve results. 
ǐ Low-income people, especially 

vulnerable populations, achieve 
their potential by strengthening 
family and other supportive 
systems. 

INDIVIDUAL DEVELOPMENT ACCOUNTS PROGRAM (IDA) 
Available: All BVCA Counties 
Assists low to moderate income families and foster children aging out of foster care to work toward economic 
independence by creating a matched savings account for an asset purchase. Financial literacy training and support is 
also provided.  
 

 4 participants were enrolled towards purchasing a home.  
 2 participants were enrolled towards education assistance.  
 2 participant was enrolled towards starting a business. 
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INFORMATION AND REFERRAL ASSISTANCE 
Available: All BVCA Counties 
Local staff provide needed information regarding services; make appropriate referrals to community organizations, 
agencies and other resources; and complete follow-up services.  
 

 4,069 information and referral services were provided. 

FOOD SECURITY PROGRAMS 
Available: All BVCA Counties 
Individuals and families who are facing a shortage of food are assisted through donations from generous individuals, 
communities and organizations. There are various options for securing food. 
  

 нΣруф ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎκффм ƘƻǳǎŜƘƻƭŘǎ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ŦƻƻŘ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜΦ 
 9,511 food boxes were distributed.  
 While most food is donated, some items must be purchased (i.e. milk, meat, paper products and hygiene products). 
During FY 2015, BVCA spent $9,673.77 on additional items. 

 Lƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴΣ ²ŀƭƳŀǊǘ ŘƻƴŀǘŜŘ отпΣфтп ǇƻǳƴŘǎ ƻŦ ŦƻƻŘ όōŀƪŜǊȅ ƛǘŜƳǎΣ ŦǊŜǎƘ ŦǊǳƛǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǾŜƎŜǘŀōƭŜǎύ ǘƻ .±/!Ωǎ CƛƭƭƳƻǊŜΣ 
Jefferson, Saline, Seward and York food pantries, which was distributed as part of the Feeding America program. 

COMMODITY SUPPLEMENTAL FOOD PROGRAM (CSFP)  
Available: All BVCA Counties as well as Johnson, Nemaha, Pawnee and Richardson CountiesτPermanent distribution 
sites at David City, Fairbury, York, Hebron, Beatrice, & Humboldt; Tailgate distribution sites at Crete and Wilber.  
Government purchased food commodities are distributed to eligible individuals age 60 or older to foster good health 
and nutrition. Food packages focus on supplementing the diets of seniors with protein, iron, calcium, vitamin A and 
vitamin C. Products included in the food package are canned fruits and vegetables, bottled juices, peanut butter or 
dried beans, cheese, shelf-stable and non-fat dry milk, hot and cold cereals, pasta, rice and canned meat.  
   

 A total of 1,180 individuals were enrolled: 
¶ 1,155 elderly individuals 
¶ 25 children (Previously, some women and children were eligible for CSFP, but because Congress changed the Farm 

Bill, they are no longer able to apply. Those enrolled in CSFP as of 2/6/14 were allowed to stay on the program until 
they are no longer eligible according to the previous age guidelines. As of 9/30/15, four children are still enrolled.) 

 A total of 10,973 monthly food packages were distributed. 
 USDA value of food distributed through BVCA: $218,995.88/year or $18,249.66/month 
 Retail value of food distributed through BVCA: $373,133.36/year or $31,094.44/month 
 Average retail value of food given each participant per month: $26.35 (a 24% drop from previous year) 

"6#!ȭÓ #%/ȟ 2ÉÃÈÁÒÄ .ÁÔÉÏÎȟ 
assisting Eddie Yelm, Volunteer, 

at a CSFP Clinic. 

Tgd Sdudm Pqhmbhokdr ne  
Cnlltmhsx AbshnmÜ 

 

OPENING DOORS & LEADING THE WAY We 

provide access to the opportunities people need 
to improve their lives, to help themselves and 
each other. 
TURNING HOPE INTO REALITY We identify the 

needs of the entire community, collaborate with 
others in the community and take action to 
improve life for everyone in the community. 
EMPATHIZING Our staff and volunteers are from 

the community they serve. 
TREATING PEOPLE WITH RESPECT We treat 

people the way we want to be treated. 
SAYING "YES" If we do not provide the needed 

service, we will link you to those who do. 
GIVING A VOICE TO THE POOR Through our 

advocacy, we seek to make society more flexible 
and responsive to the needs of the poor.  
MIRRORING THE DIVERSITY OF OUR 
COMMUNITIES Our local boards include low-
income people, local public officials, business and 
community groups. 
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CLOTHING AND HOUSEHOLD ITEMS DISTRIBUTION 

Available: Butler, Fillmore, Jefferson, Polk, Thayer, Seward and York Counties 
Community donations of clothing and household items are available to the general public for a small handling fee at 
the BVCA Centers in David City, Geneva, Fairbury, Hebron, York, Osceola and Seward.  
  

 76 individuals received free clothing.  
 ¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ά{ŜǿƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ .ŀōƛŜǎέ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜΣ нΣтпл ǇƛŜŎŜǎ ƻŦ ŎƭƻǘƘƛƴƎ ǿŜǊŜ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƻ ƴŜǿōƻǊƴǎ ŜƴǊƻƭƭŜŘ ƛƴ ²L/Φ 

COMPASSIONATE PROJECTS 
Available: All BVCA Counties 
Time, materials, food, toys, gifts, skills and love are donated by volunteers, community groups and local businesses to 
low-income individuals through seasonal projects. 
  

 216 children received school supplies. 
 542 individuals participated in various holiday events.  
 121 fans were distributed for the Department of Health & Human Services.  
 мсс ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ άwŜŀŘȅΣ {ŜǘΣ Dƻέ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ƪƛŘǎ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜ ŦƻǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ōȅ ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ supplies and various 
health screenings. 

 рн ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ CŀƳƛƭȅ ŀƴŘ ¸ƻǳǘƘ LƴǾƻƭǾŜƳŜƴǘ όC¸Lύ /ŜƴǘŜǊΩǎ tǊƻƧŜŎǘ {ŀƴǘŀΣ ŀƴŘ 288 family members of 
youth received gifts. The approximate value of Project Santa donated gifts totaled $1,140. 

SSI/SSDI OUTREACH, ACCESS & RECOVERY (SOAR) 
Availability: All BVCA Counties as well as Saunders, Lancaster, Adams, Clay, Nuckolls, Webster, Nemaha, Cass, Otoe, 
Johnson, Pawnee and Richardson Counties. 
Provides assistance in navigating through the process of applying for Supplemental Security Income and/or Social 
Security Disability Insurance. 
 

 8 applications filed (1 Veteran); 2 homeless with an average length of time of homelessness of 11 months; 1 
application approved for SSI/SSDI and 7 denied; 92 days average to initial decision.  
 п ŀǇǇŜŀƭǎ filed; 0 approved and 1 denied; 257 days to appeal decision. 

PATHWAYS TO EMPLOYMENT  
Available: All BVCA Counties  
Bundled employment preparation and placement opportunities including preparing for and getting a job, on-the-job 
training, and increasing job skills/competencies.  
  

 95 individuals were unemployed and got a job. 
 34 obtained skills/competencies required for employment. 

Ȱ) ÃÁÍÅ ÔÏ "6#! ×ÉÔÈÏÕÔ Á ÊÏÂȟ ÁÎ 
education or money. Project FIRST 
has changed my life. It is a part of 
ÍÙ ÊÏÕÒÎÅÙȢ )ȭÖÅ ÌÅÁÒÎÅÄ ÓÏ ÍÁÎÙ 
ÔÈÉÎÇÓ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍȢ )ȭÖÅ 
learned the tools that I need to live 
Á ÂÅÔÔÅÒ ÌÉÆÅȢȱ  

ɂProject FIRST Client 
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MARKETPLACE NAVIGATORS  
Available: All BVCA Counties  
Local staff members are trained to assist families, individuals and small businesses with enrollment in health insurance 
plans under the Affordable Care Act (ACA). The Marketplace is a way to compare health coverage from a variety of 
private insurance companies and select a plan which meets both their needs and their budget.  
 

 6 BVCA staff have received certification to serve as ACA Marketplace Navigators. 
 39 consumers were assisted with enrolling in a new health plan. 
 5 consumers were assisted with renewing their coverage. 
 8 consumers were assisted with exemptions.  
 34 consumers were assisted with post enrollment. 
 208 consumers were assisted via telephone. 
 Navigators participated in 18 outreach events reaching 706 consumers. 
 Navigators held 9 promotional activities reaching 1,532 consumers. 
 2,532 consumers were reached through appointments, phone calls, outreach and promotional activities. 

FILLMORE COUNTY RURAL TRANSIT SERVICE 
Available: Fillmore County 
County-wide transportation services within and out of the county are available for a small fee for the general public. 

 FY 2015 Forever 

Boardings 5,993 199,450 

Days of Service 245 8,221 

Miles Traveled 19,766 899,845 

Average Monthly Elderly Ridership 312  

Average Monthly Non-elderly Ridership 187  

ONE WAY TRIPS 

Shopping 936   Education 393 

Medical 802   Nutrition  369 

Employment 109   Return Trips 3,384 

Social/Recreation 0    TOTAL: 5,993 
 

Ȱ!Ó Á ÄÁÕÇÈÔÅÒ ÏÆ Á ÒÉÄÅÒȟ ) ÃÏÕÌÄÎȭÔ ÂÅ ÈÁÐÐÉÅÒ 
with the services you provide. You help keep 
ÔÒÁÃË ÏÆ -ÏÍ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÈÅÌÐÓ Á ÇÒÅÁÔ ÄÅÁÌȢȱ 
 
 
Ȱ-Ù ÈÕÓÂÁÎÄ ÁÎÄ ) ÕÓÅ ÔÈÅ ÖÁÎ ÏÎÌÙ ÆÏÒ 
transportation to medical appointments which 
we are eternally grateful! We are in our late 
ότȭÓ ÁÎÄ ÄÏ ÎÏÔ ÄÒÉÖÅ ÉÎ ÃÉÔÉÅÓȢȱ 

Ȱ9ÏÕ ÓÁÖÅÄ ÍÙ ÌÉÆÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÄÁÙȦ I was so 
ÌÏÓÔ ÁÎÄ ÄÉÄÎȭÔ ËÎÏ× ×ÈÅÒÅ ÔÏ 
turn. 9ÏÕ ÇÁÖÅ ÍÅ ÓÏ ÍÕÃÈ ÈÏÐÅȦȱ 

ɂBVCA Client 



Page 9 

Helping People . . . Changing Lives  

SUPPORTIVE SERVICES FOR VETERAN FAMILIES (SSVF) 
Available: All BVCA Counties  
The goal of SSVF is to promote housing stability among very low-income Veteran families who reside in or are 
transitioning to permanent housing. Through provision of outreach and case management, assistance is given to obtain 
VA benefits and other public benefits. 
 

 55 individuals (34 adults and 21 children) were assisted. 
 59% were homeless; 58.3% obtained temporary financial assistance (rent, utilities, deposits, etc.) 
 27 were at-risk of becoming homeless; 41.7% obtained temporary financial assistance (rent, utilities, deposits, etc.) 
 88% were in permanent housing at the time of exit. 
 12 households were screened but were not eligible for services.  

 
SUCCESS STORY... 
A Veteran who was previously assisted in SSVF and was doing well, was unexpectedly given an eviction notice from his 
apartment after the new owners decided they no longer wanted to be landlords. He was given a couple of weeks to 
ƳƻǾŜΦ IŜ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ {{±C ǳƴǘƛƭ ƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ƘŀŘ ŀ ŦŜǿ Řŀȅǎ ƭŜŦǘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƘŜΩŘ ōŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊŜŜǘΦ IŜ ǿŀǎ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ŀǘ 
minimum wage and had nowhere to move and no money saved to get himself stable. SSVF staff contacted landlords 
and Section 8 housing and found a subsidized apartment that was available. SSVF staff worked with the Section 8 staff 
to move the application through quickly and got him approved. SSVF assisted with his rental deposit. He was able to 
Ǉŀȅ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ ǊŜƴǘΦ IŜ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜǎ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ǎǘŀōƭŜ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ƴŜǿ ŀǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΦ 

WEATHERIZATION  
Available: All BVCA Counties 
The Weatherization Program was designed to make homes safer, healthier and more energy efficient. Inspections are 
performed on all heating systems in the home. Efficiency and safety tests are done on all furnaces and water heaters. 
Combustion Appliance Zone (CAZ) testing is done on all combustion appliances, including furnaces, water heaters, gas 
cook stoves and gas clothes dryers. Homes are also checked for moisture and mold problems. The house is checked for 
insulation or the lack there of in walls, attics, crawl spaces and basement areas. All windows and doors are evaluated 
for possible repairs or replacement. All information gathered is then entered into a computerized energy audit that 
indicates which improvements are cost effective and those that are not. After the audit, a work order is made and 
given to the contractors and crews to do the work. 
  

 Homes were weatherized for 64 individuals in 39 households. 
  
5L5 ¸h¦ Ybh²Χ 
The Department of Energy has tracked fuel consumption on homes that have been weatherized and have found that 
there is an average savings of 30% for customers in the costs of heating and cooling their homes! 

Ȱ7Å ÃÏÕÌÄÎȭÔ ÂÅ ÍÏÒÅ ÔÈÁÎËÆÕÌ ÆÏÒ 
all the help and support through 
ÔÈÅÓÅ ÒÏÕÇÈ ÔÉÍÅÓȢȱ 

ɂBVCA Client 
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OWNER-OCCUPIED REHABILITATION 
Available: All BVCA Counties 
Low and moderate income homeowners are offered low-interest loans and/or forgivable loans to rehabilitate their 
homes to meet health and safety needs, limited by type of need or the extent of work needed. The program is 
designed to bring the eligible property owner's dwelling into compliance with locally adopted housing standards to 
reduce ongoing and future maintenance costs, and to preserve safe, decent and affordable housing. The Owner-
Occupied Rehabilitation Program also promotes revitalization of a neighborhood as well as the community.  
  

 12 owner-occupied housing units have been rehabilitated to reduce ongoing and future maintenance needs this year. 
 

 

 

5L5 ¸h¦ Ybh²Χ 
According to the HOME Coalition and Building 
HOME report, the HOME Investment 
Partnership Program, attracted more than $117 
billion in additional public and private resources 
to build and preserve nearly 1.2 million 
affordable homes across the country since it 
began in 1992. In Nebraska, the HOME funds 
have preserved nearly 1,000 homes with owner-
occupied rehabilitation. 

Ȱ4ÈÅ "6#! ÓÔÁÆÆ ×ÅÎÔ ÁÂÏÖÅ ÁÎÄ 
beyond to help me. I am so grateful 
for this program, without it I 
would never been able to afford to 
ÄÏ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒË ÔÏ ÍÙ ÈÏÍÅȢȱ  

ɂBVCA Rehab Client 

Before After 

Before 
After 
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LEASE PURCHASE PROGRAM 
Available: All BVCA Counties 
The Lease Purchase Program offers low and moderate income individuals and families the opportunity to overcome 
barriers to homeownership over a gradual period of time. Through this program, individuals and families select and live 
in a home they will purchase after a rental term, during which they can prepare both mentally and financially for the 
responsibilities of homeownership.  
  

 ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ ƴƻ ƴŜǿ ŜƴǊƻƭƭŜŜǎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ƴƻ C¸ нлмр ŦǳƴŘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΦ ¢ǿƻ ƘƻƳŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ǳǇ ŦƻǊ ǎŀƭŜΦ 

AFFORDABLE RENTAL HOUSING  
Available: Butler, Fillmore, Gage, Jefferson, Polk, Saline, Thayer & York Counties 
BVCA Partnership manages 188 affordable rental units, including 60 lease-to-own homes. These rentals are designed to 
make safe, quality housing available to income eligible individuals and families. Funding sources included are Low 
Income Housing Tax Credit, USDA Rural Development and HOME assisted units.  
  

 202 individuals/61 households in lease-to-own homes. 
 292 individuals/154 households in rental units.  

   
5L5 ¸h¦ Ybh²Χ 
 According to a September 2015 report by the National Multi-Family Housing Council, 37% U.S. Households are renter 
occupied. Of those rented units, 35% are single family homes. 

RENTWISE 
Available: Gage & Jefferson Counties 
RentWise provides classes to individuals who are renting a home or an apartment. Classes inform participants about 
communication, money management, finding the right place, the legal process of renting, the importance of a clean 
home and also the moving out process.  
 

 Statewide, 472 Nebraska tenants were trained and there were 28 new trainers. 
 No classes were held by BVCA in 2015. There will be a class in January 2016. 

Ȱ%ÖÅÒÙÔÈÉÎÇ ÉÓ ÇÒÅÁÔ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ 6ÁÌÌÅÙ 
Heights apartments. It is peaceful 
and quiet. Maintenance is always 
prompt in fixing a repair and the 
office staff are always very polite 
and helpful. I really enjoy living 
ÈÅÒÅȢȱ  

ɂValley Heights Tenant 
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HOMEOWNERSHIP OPPORTUNITY PROGRAM (HOP) 
Available: All BVCA Counties 
The Homeownership Opportunity Program provides assistance for the purchase of existing or newly constructed single-
family homes. Funds are available to assist individuals and families with closing costs, down-payment assistance and/or 
rehabilitation of the home. The funds are a deferred loan that does not incur interest and no payments are due during 
the first five years after purchase. Beginning in year six, the individual or family will begin to repay the deferred loan 
with an interest rate of 3% amortized over ten years.  
  

 25 individuals/9 households were assisted in purchasing their own homeτleveraging $664,626 privately with $79,590 
in down-payment assistance.  

 4 First-Time Homebuyer Education classes in combination with the online course, ehomeamerica.org, were provided 
to 31 individuals. 

  

{¦//9{{ {¢hw¸Χ 
Dave, Theresa and their six kids were living in a house that had a high level of lead. Due to the unsafe levels, Theresa 
and the kids were not able to live in the home anymore. The family had to split up because they were not able to find a 
house immediately to accommodate them. Dave and Theresa applied for our Homeownership Opportunity Program 
and were approved. Now because of the help they received from BVCA, they are able to live together as a family again. 
 

5L5 ¸h¦ Ybh²Χ 
According to the National Association of Realtors, home sales have increased for 8 consecutive months and are 9.2% 
above a year ago. The percent share of first-time buyers rose to 32 percent in May, up from 30 percent in April and 
matching the highest share since September 2012. A year ago, first-time buyers represented 27 percent of all buyers. 

Ȱ) ÌÏÖÅ ÔÈÅ ÆÁÃÔ ÔÈÁÔ ) ÁÍ ÌÉÖÉÎÇ ÉÎ Á 
house with my daughter. I am also 
learning how to be a homeowner 
and saving money to do so. The 
ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍ ÉÓ ×ÏÎÄÅÒÆÕÌȢȱ   

ɂSunset Crown Tenant 
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WOMEN, INFANTS AND CHILDREN (WIC) 
Available: Butler, Fillmore, Polk, Saline, Seward & York Counties 
The Women, Infants and Children Nutrition Program provides health and nutrition services for infants, children up to 
age 5, and at risk pregnant, breastfeeding and post partum women. After medical and nutritional screening, vouchers 
are given to certified individuals for food from local stores. 
  

 1,465 individuals: 
¶ 536 women   
¶ 597 children   
¶ 332 infants   

 282 referrals to other services were given. 
 Car Seat Safety Project: 
¶ Car seat safety inspections were held in York and Crete. 
¶ 35 children from 19 families were provided new car seats.  
¶ Parent education classes were provided to 56 families.  
¶ 131 families received fliers on car seat safety. 
¶ BVCA trained car seat inspectors are available at all clinics.  

   

DID YOU KNOW... 
.±/!Ωǎ ²L/ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǿŀǎ ǎŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ ŀǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘǿƻ ŀƎŜƴŎƛŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘƘŜ Ǉƛƭƻǘ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ²L/ aL{ 
paperless computer system and has continued to support other agencies across the state implement the system. 

WIC PEER COUNSELING 
Available: Butler, Fillmore, Polk, Saline, Seward & York Counties 
Provides education and support for pregnant and post-partum women to ensure 
a successful breastfeeding experience.  
  

 326 women received services.  

Cnlltmhsx Hd`ksg Wnqjdqr 
Jamie Vylnalek, Immunization 
Coordinator, and Graciela Quiroz, 
Hispanic Healthcare Coordinator, 
completed Community Health 
Worker training. This is a new 
training curriculum that provides 
staff with skills and  education to 
perform home visits and provide 
support for clients who need 
follow-up care in managing a 
variety of selected medical 
conditions.  

ORAL HEALTH PROJECT  
Available: Butler, Fillmore, Polk, Saline, Seward & York Counties 
.±/!Ωǎ ²L/ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎ ǿƛǘƘ CƻǳǊ /ƻǊƴŜǊǎ IŜŀƭǘƘ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ tǳōƭƛŎ IŜŀƭǘƘ {ƻƭǳǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ²L/ ŎƭƛŜƴǘǎ 
and their family with free oral health screening, sealants and oral hygiene kits. 
 

 429 WIC Children received services. 
 нпн ŘŜƴǘŀƭ ƪƛǘǎ ŀƴŘ ά{ǘƻǇ ǘƻōŀŎŎƻ ǳǎŜέ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǘŜŘΦ 



YORK PARTNERSHIP FOR REDUCING DISPARITIES 
Available: York County 
Case management is provided for pregnant and post-partum Hispanic women and their 
families. Support is given for interpretation at WIC Clinics, interpreting and transportation for 
medical appointments as needed, and assistance with application and/or referrals for other 
community resources.  
  

 28 pregnant and post-partum women received case management. 
 6 health education classes were held with 48 teens and adult women in attendance. 
 3 women were provided transportation for medical services. 
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IMMUNIZATION PROGRAM (IAP) 
Available: Jefferson, Saline & Seward Counties 
Provides free immunization to keep children and communities healthy from life threatening and or debilitating diseases 
protecting infants 6 weeks of age or older, children, adolescents and adults who are on Medicaid or uninsured. Private 
pay vaccines are offered to all ages and BVCA files insurance claims.  
  

 414 individuals received a total of 1,316 immunizations. 
¶ 400 infants and children received immunizations. 
¶ 14 adults received immunizations. 
¶ 48 were non-English speaking. 
 In addition, immunizations were provided to 436 individuals with private insurance.  

KOMEN FOUNDATION 
Available: Butler, Fillmore, Polk, Saline, Seward & York Counties 
Provides case management, breast cancer education, free mammograms, lab work and physicals to Hispanic Women 
ages 40-65 who are not eligible for Every Women Matters and who have no access to medical services. 
  

 Services were provided to 11 Hispanic  women who qualified for free mammograms. One woman who had abnormal 
test results was provided with additional testing and services that required the removal of a malignant tumor 
followed by radiation treatments  with a diagnosis of being cancer free following treatment. 

"If you ever lay in bed at night and 
wonder if you make a difference in 
the world, just know that you do."   

ɂImmunization Client 

DIVERSITY EDUCATION 
Available: All BVCA Counties 
Provides diversity education and training to staff and communities to help raise awareness of cultural differences 
within our society, and to celebrate the similarities and differences in race, religion, ethnicity and socioeconomics. 
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Sdudm F`lhkx Otsbnldr 
ǐ Family Well-Being 
ǐ Positive Parent-Child Relationships 
ǐ Families as Lifelong Educators 
ǐ Families as Learners 
ǐ Family Engagement in Transitions 
ǐ Families as Advocates and Leaders 
ǐ Family Connections to Peers and 
Community 

HEAD START O-5 
Available: Fillmore, Gage, Jefferson, Saline, Seward, Thayer & York Counties  
.±/! tŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇΩǎ IŜŀŘ {ǘŀǊǘ л-5 program delivers comprehensive and high quality services designed to foster healthy 
development in low-income and at-Ǌƛǎƪ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΦ IŜŀŘ {ǘŀǊǘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ǘƻ ŜŀŎƘ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ŀƴŘ 
ŦŀƳƛƭȅΩǎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘŀƭΣ ŜǘƘƴƛŎΣ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭΣ ƭƛƴƎǳƛǎǘƛŎ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΦ IŜŀŘ {ǘŀǊǘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ŀ ǊŀƴƎŜ ƻŦ 
individualized services in the areas of education, special education, nutrition, social services, medical, dental, mental 
health, and parent involvement.  
 

 A total of 398 families received Head Start 0-5 services. 
 

  Head Start: 
¶ 272 children/250 families/1,016 family members were enrolled. 
¶ Waitlist totaled 133 on first day of school and 143 on last day of school. 
¶ 262 health exams were provided. 
¶ 248 dental screenings were provided. 
¶ 225 were immunized. 

 

  Early Head Start:  
¶ 126 children/94 families/383 total family members were enrolled. 
¶ 12 pregnant women were served.  
¶ Waitlist totaled 54 on first day and 76 on last day. 
¶ 101 health exams were provided. 
¶ 103 dental screenings were provided. 
¶ 77 were immunized. 

 

  33,400 meals and 19,486 snacks were provided. 
 

 Oral Health Access for Young Children: Head Start along with Public Health Solutions have partnered to improve 
dental health of children in Fillmore, Gage, Jefferson, Saline and Thayer counties. Fluoride varnish treatments, iodine 
treatments, and informational pamphlets and educational resources were provided to children who participated. 
¶ 485 fluoride varnish treatments were provided. 

 

 The following five areas were the most identified areas of need for families 
and areas in which services were received either through Blue Valley 
Community Action or another service agency. 

  

1. Parenting Education 337 families 
2. Health Education 337 families 
3. Emergency/crisis intervention 24 families 
4. Mental Health Services 82 families 
5. Housing Assistance 31 families 

AGES   

Prenatal 12 

under age 1 38 

1 year old 36 

2 years old 48 

3 years old 120 

4 years old 138 

5 years old 6 

TOTAL 398 

















http://www.facebook.com/BVCAPartnership
http://www.twitter.com/BVCAPartnership
http://www.youtube.com/BVCAPartnership







