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Our Mission 
 

We overcome poverty by meeting basic 
needs, helping people grow, and  
collaborating in our communities. 
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BVCA CELEBRATES COMMUNITY ACTION MONTH 
2024 marks the 60th year since the Community Action Network was established to 
help American families and communities overcome obstacles to poverty. Over 
1,000 agencies across the country are working every day to create opportunities 
and transform the lives of their neighbors making communities stronger and 
helping families across the U.S. thrive. This year, Blue Valley Community Action 
Partnership (BVCA), a proud member of the Community Action Network, will also 
commemorate 58 years of helping families throughout southeast Nebraska 
including the counties of Butler, Fillmore, Gage, Jefferson, Polk, Saline, Seward, 
Thayer and York (limited services are also offered in surrounding counties). 
 
“Each May, during Community Action Month, we reflect on the impact BVCA and 
our network has had on families,” said Shari Weber, BVCA CEO. “Last year alone, 
we served 7,273 locally, and over 15 million across the country with immediately 
needed services such as shelter and food, and also long-term solutions like 
education.” BVCA provides services such as financial education, affordable rental 
housing, homeownership opportunities, weatherization and home rehabilitation, 
veteran services, nutrition assistance, WIC, immunizations, Head Start 0-5, 
emergency assistance, volunteer opportunities and so much more. 
 
Community Action Agencies serve 99% of all American counties with life-changing 
services to help families achieve financial stability. All agencies are locally 
controlled and represented by the private, public, and low-income sectors of the 
community. “We are proud of our communities’ participation in the development 
and oversight of our programs,” said Weber. “Their engagement helps us to be 
more effective in our approach by determining local needs.” To celebrate the 
continued success of Community Action and raise awareness throughout 
southeastern Nebraska, BVCA will be hosting various events throughout the 
service area and highlighting on our Facebook page. 
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Please scan the QR 
Code if you would 
like to make an 
online donation. 
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BVCA ANNOUNCES SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS 
BVCA Partnership is pleased to announce the recipients of the “Blue 
Valley Community Action Partnership Scholarship”, the “BVCA 
Partnership Vocational Scholarship” and the BVCA Partnership SCC 
Scholarship for the 2023-2024 school year.  
 
These scholarships are awarded to individuals with diverse backgrounds. 
The selection committee, which is composed of members of the BVCA 
Partnership Board of Directors, takes into consideration such items as 
financial need, volunteerism, the applicant’s aspirations and goals for 
furthering their education. Scholarships can be used for tuition, books, 
and fees associated with enrollment. All scholarships are in the amount of 
$1,000. 
 

The recipients of the “Blue Valley Community Action Partnership Scholarship” are Jordan Bococle of 
Crete NE and Julya Metschke of Seward NE. The recipient of the “BVCA Partnership SCC 
Scholarship” is Cody Colson of Wymore NE. Congratulations to all scholarship recipients! PAGE 4 
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BVCA is pleased to announce that Kyanna Volkman has joined 
the agency as the new Children Services Director. She will 
oversee the Head Start, Early Head Start, Blue River Early 
Learning Academy, and the Infant Toddler Quality Initiative 
programs for BVCA. She will play a critical role in ensuring that 
all young children are prepared for academic and lifelong 
success. Kyanna was kind enough to answer some questions 
about herself so our communities can get to know her a little 
better! 
 
When did you join BVCA as Children Services Director? I joined 
BVCA in October 2023. 
  
Can you tell us a bit about your personal, educational and 
professional background? I received a Bachelor of Science and 
Business in Agriculture, a minor in Leadership Studies nonprofit 
option, and earned a certificate in Nonprofit Organizational 
Leadership from Kansas State University.  

 
I grew up highly involved in 4-H, FFA and other leadership-based organizations. I enjoyed service 
projects and creating impact on my community. When I was young, my older brother was diagnosed 
with cancer. My family received a tremendous amount of support from our community and other 
foundations. This support was a huge determining factor in our success story. It inspired me to join 
the Leadership Studies Department at Kansas State University to study nonprofit structures so that 
one day I could offer the support that I had received. The department also allowed me to continue 
doing service projects and work with the Riley County Community. The projects I took the most 
interest in were battling food insecurity, poverty, and mental health awareness for youth. 

  
What inspired you to get into the field of Early Childhood Education? Being a witness to childhood 
cancer at a young age has always given me an extra appreciation for those who work with children 
in all shapes and forms. As an adult, I remember the support our family received and believe it was 
this that put me on the path to become who I am today. BVCA’s Children Services Department has 
the ability to build confidence and inspire these children by creating a solid foundation for them in 
their formative years. That inspired me to want to join their team and continue the impact they make 
every day. 
  
What have you found most rewarding with BVCA? While I have experience working in nonprofits, I 
do not have a direct background in early childhood development and education. However, this has 
been a motivating factor as I grow in this position. I have a great team who are true experts of their 
craft and have made this transition exciting. I love the mission of BVCA and the people I get to work 
with every day. 
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JOIN OUR TEAM | BEGIN YOUR CAREER OF HELPING PEOPLE & CHANGING LIVES 
 
BVCA has several positions available! Visit 
www.bvca.net and select “Careers” to find out more 
about our career opportunities and benefits. Visit 
https://bvca.hireclick.com/jobboard to apply. 

FORMER BVCA CEO INDUCTED INTO HALL OF FAME AWARD IN NATION’S CAPITAL 
On March 14, 2024, National Community Action Foundation 
(NCAF) honored many at their Annual Policy and Advocacy 
Conference on Capitol Hill in Washington, DC. Two awards 
included Nebraska natives—former CEO of Blue Valley Community 
Action Partnership (BVCA), Richard “Rick” Nation, and Community 
Action of Nebraska’s Executive Director, Tina Rockenbach.  
 
Professionals from all over the United States convened in the 
nation’s capital to engage in conversation with Congressional 
leaders regarding the work of Community Action and the people 
they serve. Attendees also spent a day at Capitol Hill with 
Nebraska Congressional Representatives to discuss more 
specifically how to produce effective solutions to current economic 
challenges.  

 
During the Conference, Rick Nation, Former CEO of 
BVCA, was inducted in the inaugural class of 
Community Action Hall of Fame. Rick served as CEO of 
BVCA for over 40 years and was actively involved in 
advocacy work that helped lead the way for Nebraska. 
He engaged with law makers to prioritize advocacy 
within the state network and became involved with 
policy makers by being the face and voice of those 
served in Nebraska. He continues to stay actively 
involved in advocacy as it relates to Community Action 
and its fight against poverty.  
 
When asked about Rick’s contributions, current BVCA 
CEO, Shari Weber, stated, “Rick was an extraordinary 
leader whose passion was to create programs and 
effect legislation to improve the lives of those in need. 
He had a knack for thinking outside of the box and he 
wasn’t afraid to challenge the status quo.”  
 
Receiving the award for an Outstanding State Association in Supporting NCAF’s Federal advocacy 
efforts will be Community Action of Nebraska’s Executive Director, Tina Rockenbach. Rockenbach 
has become a pivotal part of the States advocacy efforts by following in the footsteps of Rick Nation. 
Rockenbach shared, “When I became the Executive Director of Community Action of Nebraska 
almost three years ago, one of my goals included increasing advocacy efforts and to get our state 
back to the level of involvement motivated by Rick Nation. I want to regain our voice on both the 
State and National Level for Nebraska. To remind people in our state who we are and what we do. 
That Community Action is available to help anyone.” Rockenbach will be 1 of 10 from Community 
Action State Associations across the nation to be recognized.  
 
Nebraska is proud to have such leaders in the war against poverty and living the mission of helping 
people and changing lives. We are honored to celebrate these two individuals who continue to work 
to fulfill the Promise of Community Action: “Community Action changes people’s lives, embodies the 
spirit of hope, improves communities, and makes America a better place to live. We care about the 
entire community, and we are dedicated to helping people help themselves and each other.” 
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WE ARE HERE TO HELP 
 

Visit us at www.bvca.net for 
more information about the 
programs we offer and how to 
apply. 

Blue Valley Community Action Partnership's 2nd Quarter Outreach 

Case Management  200 Individuals 
Childcare Services 17 Individuals 
Commodity Supplemental Food Program (CSFP) 393 Individuals 
Compassionate Projects 0 Individuals 
COVID-19 Vaccines 7 Vaccinations 
Early Head Start Child Care Partnership 34 Individuals 
Early Head Start Home Based Services 76 Individuals 
Early Head Start & Head Start Childcare Food Program 11,606 Meals & Snacks 
Emergency Assistance 69 Households 
Financial Coaching 56 Individuals 
Food Rescue/Security 422 Households 
Foster Grandparent Program 27 Individuals 
Friends of Blue Valley Volunteer Program 306 Individuals 
Head Start 197 Individuals 
Homeownership Opportunity Program 0 Households 
Housing Counseling 56 Individuals 
Immunization Program 203 Shots 
Infant Quality Initiative Program 9 Individuals 
Lease-to-Own 46 Households 
Nebraska Homeless Assistance Program (Shelter) 3 Households 
Owner-Occupied Rehabilitation 0 Households 
Project FIRST TH/RRH (Families In Residence with Support in Transition/Rapid Re-Housing) 7 Households 
Project FYRES (Focused Youth on Rehousing, Empowerment & Stability) 10 Households 
Rental Apartments/Duplexes 94 Households 
Rental Elderly Apartments 28 Households 

SNAP Outreach (Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program) 20 Applications 

SSI-SSDI Outreach, Access & Recovery (SOAR) 5 Individuals 
Supportive Services for Veteran Families (SSVF) 78 Individuals 

Thrift Stores 800 Individuals 
Transportation 1660 Rides 
Weatherization 13 Households 
WIC Peer Counseling 20 Individuals 
Women, Infants, and Children (WIC) 1010 Individuals 
 

Telehealth 0 Individuals 

  

The Promise of Community Action 
	

Community Action changes people's lives, embodies the spirit of hope, improves communities, and makes America a better place to live.  
We care about the entire community and we are dedicated to helping people help themselves and each other. 




