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Our Mission 
 

We overcome poverty by meeting basic 
needs, helping people grow, and  
collaborating in our communities. 
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BVCA PARTNERSHIP 
CELEBRATES COMMUNITY ACTION MONTH THIS MAY  
 

The Community Action Network is a robust state and local force that helps 
empower hardworking families to achieve economic independence rather than 
keeping them reliant on government assistance. There are nearly 1,000 agencies 
across the country working every day to create economic opportunity, strengthen 
local communities, and help families find pathways to prosperity. This year, Blue 
Valley Community Action Partnership, a proud member of the Community Action 
Network, commemorates 59 years helping families throughout Butler, Fillmore, 
Gage, Jefferson, Polk, Seward, Saline, Thayer and York Counties in Southeast 
Nebraska. 
 
Each May, during Community Action Month, we reflect on the impact BVCA 
Partnership and our network has had on families. Last year alone, we served  
8,060 throughout our service area, and over 15 million across the country with 
services that help families build skills to achieve long-term financial freedom. We 
invite you to review our 2024 Impact Report, which is included on the next two 
pages. 
 
Community Action Agencies ensure that hard-working American families have 
access to the opportunities they need to thrive, while also promoting local 
economic growth and reducing government dependency. All agencies are locally 
controlled with boards of directors composed of local elected officials, private and 
public sector representatives, and engaged community residents. We are proud of 
our communities’ participation in the development and oversight of our programs. 
Their engagement helps us to be more effective in our approach by determining 
what communities in southeast Nebraska needs. 
 
To celebrate the continued success of Community Action and raise awareness 
throughout southeastern Nebraska, BVCA will be hosting various events 
throughout the service area and highlighting on our Facebook page. Follow us at 
www.facebook.com/BVCAPartnership.  
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The Week of the Young Child (WOTYC) is an annual celebration in April that recognizes children 
(birth through age 8) and their families. WOTYC is a fun-filled week that that engages the children in 
hands-on activities to encourage movement and healthy lifestyles through music, food, and art. 
Each day of the week has a special theme, nutritious snacks, and fun activities.   
 
The week was kicked off with Music Monday. Music helps children learn early literacy skills while 
encouraging movement. Each child at Wymore Head Start got to pick their favorite song to make a 
music video to. They had such a fun time dancing and singing to the songs to create a very special 
music video.  
 
For Tasty Tuesday Saline County Head Start made fruit salad, or as the kids call it, salad fruit! This 
activity allowed the children to try different types of fruits. For many, this was their first time trying 
black berries! Cooking encourages skills such as literacy, math, science and more! Wymore Head 
Start had the children make cookies. The cookies were then delivered to local businesses as a 
thank you for their support.  
 
Work Together Wednesday was all about partnerships! Fillmore County Head Start enjoyed the 
company of local photographer Kendra Stevens to create quite the memorable picture day. The 
children had the best time posing and making funny faces for the camera. Beatrice Head Start 
joined the local Sixpence and Preschool for "Putting for a Purpose." The community got to golf 
some creative putt putt holes and learn about what the community has to offer.  
 
The children at Seward Head Start had a blast for Artsy Thursday by having an outdoor sidewalk 
chalk party and painting rocks. The children were able to think, problem solve and use their 
imagination to create beautiful pictures to decorate the sidewalks. Jefferson and Thayer Head Start 
had a fantastic time finger painting with their families. Children develop social and fine motor skills 
with open-ended art projects where they can make choices to determine how to make these 
pictures so beautiful. 
 
Our BVCA families and children are the heart of our program. We wrapped up the week doing what 
we love most...spending time with loved ones for Family Friday. York Dollar Fresh donated boxes to 
York County Head Start (PLAY) so that the children could design, build, and decorate box cars with 
their families to show off during their Family Day Parade. What a great week to celebrate our 
favorite friends! 
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JOIN OUR TEAM | BEGIN YOUR CAREER OF HELPING PEOPLE & CHANGING LIVES 
 
BVCA has several positions available! Visit 
www.bvca.net and select “Careers” to find out more 
about our career opportunities and benefits. Visit 
https://bvca.hireclick.com/jobboard to apply. 

WYMORE HEAD START GROUNDBREAKING 
BVCA Partnership broke ground on April 15 on a brand new building for Wymore Head Start. The 
center will be 4,500 square feet with two classrooms and fenced-in playground, among other 
amenities. BVCA Head Start is committed to serving families in the community. 

BVCA PARTNERSHIP ANNOUNCES SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS 

BVCA Partnership is pleased to announce the 
recipients of the “Blue Valley Community Action 
Partnership Scholarship”, the “BVCA Partnership 
Vocational Scholarship” and the BVCA Partnership 
SCC Scholarship for the 2024-2025 school year.  
 
These scholarships are awarded to individuals with 
diverse backgrounds. The selection committee, which 
is composed of members of the BVCA Partnership 
Board of Directors, takes into consideration such items 
as financial need, volunteerism, the applicant’s 
aspirations and goals for furthering their education. 
Scholarships can be used for tuition, books, and fees 
associated with enrollment. All scholarships are in the 
amount of $1,000. 
 
The recipient of the “BVCA Scholarship” is Walter 
Gibson of Beatrice NE; the recipient of the “BVCA 
Partnership Vocational Scholarship is McKinley 
Warnick of Polk NE; and the recipient of the “BVCA 
Partnership SCC Scholarship” is Trinity Boss of 
Bellwood, NE. Congratulations to all scholarship 
recipients! 
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Helping People. Changing Lives. 

COMMUNITY ACTION OF NEBRASKA ADVOCACY DAY 
In February representatives from BVCA and Community Action agencies from across the state 
visited the State Capitol to advocate for our clients and communities. We met one on one with our 
senators and also had a listening session with Lieutenant Governor Joe Kelly. Thank you so much 
to all the Senators who made time for individual visits, and to the Senators and aides who stopped 
by during the luncheon that the agencies hosted near the capitol. 
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WE ARE HERE TO HELP 
 

Visit us at www.bvca.net for 
more information about the 
programs we offer and how to 
apply. 

Blue Valley Community Action Partnership's Outreach 

Case Management  128 Individuals 
Childcare Services 24 Individuals 
Commodity Supplemental Food Program (CSFP) 273 Individuals 
Compassionate Projects 0 Individuals 
COVID-19 Vaccines 0 Vaccinations 
Early Head Start Child Care Partnership 20 Individuals 
Early Head Start Home Based Services 60 Individuals 
Early Head Start & Head Start Childcare Food Program 9,792 Meals & Snacks 
Emergency Assistance 108 Households 
Financial Coaching 41 Individuals 
Food Rescue/Security 374 Households 
Foster Grandparent Program 36 Individuals 
Friends of Blue Valley Volunteer Program 303 Individuals 
Head Start 192 Individuals 
Homeownership Opportunity Program 1 Households 
Housing Counseling 41 Individuals 
Immunization Program 98 Shots 
Infant Quality Initiative Program 11 Individuals 
Lease-to-Own 40 Households 
Nebraska Homeless Assistance Program (Shelter) 4 Households 
Owner-Occupied Rehabilitation 0 Households 
Project FIRST TH/RRH (Families In Residence with Support in Transition/Rapid Re-Housing) 5 Households 
Project FYRES (Focused Youth on Rehousing, Empowerment & Stability) 7 Households 
Rental Apartments/Duplexes 99 Households 
Rental Elderly Apartments 29 Households 
SNAP Outreach (Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program) 12 Applications 
Supportive Services for Veteran Families (SSVF)  83 Individuals 
Telehealth 0 Individuals 
Thrift Stores 750 Individuals 
Transportation 2041 Rides 
Weatherization 14 Households 
WIC Peer Counseling 34 Individuals 
Women, Infants, and Children (WIC) 996 Individuals 
 

  

The Promise of Community Action 
	

Community Action changes people's lives, embodies the spirit of hope, improves communities, and makes America a better place to live.  
We care about the entire community and we are dedicated to helping people help themselves and each other. 


