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TODDLER TROT BRINGS FAMILIES TOGETHER IN CRETE

Blue Valley Community Action's Women, Infants & Children (WIC) Program welcomed families from
across the area to Crete in June for its first ever Toddler Trot, a fun-filled event designed to
encourage healthy lifestyles, strengthen community connections, and promote breastfeeding
awareness.

The Toddler Trot provided young children with an opportunity to participate in short walks and races
while enjoying an active day with their families. In addition to the toddler activities, families enjoyed
snacks, fun activities and had the opportunity to visit with local organizations that hosted
educational booths throughout the event.

Community partners played an important role in the day's success by sharing information about the
valuable programs and services available to families in the region. From health and nutrition
resources to early childhood and family support services, participants were able to learn about
programs that can help children get off to a healthy start and support families as they grow.

The Toddler Trot is one of many ways Blue Valley Community Action's WIC Program promotes
healthy habits beyond the clinic setting. By bringing families together for fun, education, and
physical activity, the event reinforces the importance of active lifestyles, strong community
partnerships, and supporting parents as they provide the best possible start for their children.

Thank you to our WIC staff, community partners, volunteers, and everyone who participated in
making this year's Toddler Trot a memorable event. Together, we are helping build healthier
children, stronger families, and thriving communities.

g VOLUNTEER RECOGNITION

%%éggh%g!~ During the month of April, Ben Schwartz, Heather Lytle,
i1 ger Ryan Bailey, and Shari Weber traveled to Hebron, Geneva,
n\;teel" o York, Osceola, Fairbury, and Seward to celebrate the

incredible contributions of our volunteers. Each volunteer
received a small gift as a token of appreciation for the time
and dedication they provide to BVCA.

The most meaningful part of these visits was hearing the stories behind why individuals choose to
volunteer and what serving their communities means to them. BVCA is fortunate to have such
dedicated volunteers who are passionate about helping others and being part of our team.

In 2025, BVCA was supported by 593 volunteers who donated an incredible 28,390 hours of
service. These contributions are valued at $409,121. Simply put, BVCA could not provide the level
of services we do without the support of our outstanding volunteers.
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CELEBRATING A YEAR OF GROWTH IN HEAD START

As another successful school year came to a close, Blue Valley Community Action's Head Start
programs celebrated the accomplishments of children and families with fun-filled end-of-the-year
events held throughout our service area.

Our dedicated Head Start staff planned exciting days filled with games, hands-on activities, special
treats, and plenty of smiles. Parents, guardians, and family members were invited to join in the
festivities, creating meaningful opportunities to celebrate the children's achievements together.
These events recognized not only the milestones children reached throughout the year, but also the
important partnerships between families and educators that help every child succeed.

Throughout the school year, children developed new skills, built friendships, gained confidence,
and strengthened the social, emotional, language, and school readiness skills that will prepare
them for future success. The end-of-the-year celebrations were a joyful reminder of how much can
be accomplished when families and educators work together to support a child's growth and
learning.

As we celebrate this year's successes, we are also looking ahead and recruiting children and
families for the 2026-2027 school year. Research consistently shows that high-quality early
childhood education helps children develop the skills they need to succeed in kindergarten and
beyond. Head Start provides a strong foundation through learning experiences that support a
child's cognitive, social, emotional, and physical development while partnering with families to help
children reach their full potential.

Now is the perfect time to enroll! If you know a child who could benefit from a nurturing, engaging,
and high-quality early learning environment, we encourage you to contact your local Blue Valley
Community Action Head Start program today to complete an application for the 2026—2027 school
year. Together, we can give every child the opportunity to learn, grow, and thrive from the very
beginning.

BVCA RELOCATES POLK COUNTY OFFICE

Blue Valley Community Action Partnership is pleased to announce the
relocation of its Polk County Family & Community Services Office. The office
has moved from Osceola to its new location at 1110 East 9th Street,
Stromsburg, NE. While the location has changed, the office's telephone
number remains the same: (402) 747-2102.

Although the thrift store will no longer be part of the Stromsburg location,
BVCA will continue to provide all of its other programs. Community members
can still access the same trusted services and support they have come to rely
£ on. The organization looks forward to continuing to serve Polk County
- residents from its new office and welcomes clients and community partners to
visit the new location. For more information or to learn about available services,
please visit www.bvca.net or call (402) 747-2102.
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A NEW BEGINNING: GENEVA HEAD START READY TO WELCOME FAMILIES

Blue Valley Community Action is excited to announce that our new Geneva Head Start facility is
nearing completion! After months of planning and construction, the building is almost ready to
welcome children and families for the upcoming school year.

Inside, the new facility is complete, with bright, inviting classrooms fully furnished and ready for
learning. Every space has been thoughtfully designed to create a safe, engaging, and nurturing
environment where children can explore, learn, and grow.

Construction continues outside as the impressive new playground is installed throughout the month
of July. The playground has been designed to meet the developmental needs of children of all ages,
featuring a dedicated play area for infants and toddlers (ages 0-3) and a separate area designed
specifically for preschool-aged children. Children will also enjoy a fun bike path, spacious grassy
areas for running and active play, and a variety of play equipment that encourages physical activity,
imagination, and social interaction.

The new facility includes two preschool classrooms and an infant/toddler classroom that will be used
to host Early Head Start Socializations for children from birth to age three and their families. These
spaces will provide opportunities for young children to learn through play while helping parents build
connections and gain valuable resources to support their child's development.

Behind the scenes, our Head Start staff have been working tirelessly to prepare the new center for
opening day. From unpacking supplies and arranging classrooms to organizing learning materials
and creating warm, welcoming spaces, staff have dedicated countless hours to ensure every detalil
is ready for children and families. Their commitment and enthusiasm reflect the care they put into
providing every child with a positive, high-quality early learning experience from the moment they
walk through the doors.

We look forward to officially opening our doors and sharing this beautiful new learning environment
with the community. This fall, Blue Valley Community Action will host a community Open House,
inviting families, community members, partners, and supporters to tour the new facility, explore the
classrooms and playground, meet our staff, and learn more about the high-quality early childhood
services available through Head Start and Early Head Start.

The Geneva Head Start facility represents an investment not only in a new building, but in the future
of our children, families, and community. We extend our sincere appreciation to JL Stutzman
Construction, Wilkins Architecture Design Planning and our staff, whose hard work and dedication
have transformed this building into a place where children will learn, grow, and thrive for years to
come. We can't wait to welcome everyone this fall and begin creating new memories in this
wonderful new space.

Blue Valley
Community
Action

D
Helping People. g Changing Lives.
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Case Management 136 Individuals
Commodity Supplemental Food Program (CsFp) 284 Individuals
Compassionate Projects 0 Individuals
Early Head Start Child Care Partnership 44 Individuals
Early Head Start Home Based Services 57 Individuals
Early Head Start & Head Start Childcare Food Program 11,666 Meals & Snacks

Emergency Assistance 24 Households
Financial Coaching 36 Individuals
Food Rescue/Security 485 Households
Foster Grandparent Program 30 Individuals
Friends of Blue Valley Volunteer Program 341 Individuals
Head Start 192 Individuals
Homeownership Opportunity Program 0 Households
Housing Counseling 36 Individuals
Immunization Program 187 Shots
Infant Quality Initiative Program 12 Individuals
Lease-to-Own 39 Households
Nebraska Homeless Assistance Program (Shelter) 5 Households
Owner-Occupied Rehabilitation 2 Households
Project FIRST TH/RRH (Families In Residence with Support in Transition/Rapid Re-Housing) 7 Households
Project FYRES (Focused Youth on Rehousing, Empowerment & Stability) 8 Households
Rental Apartments/Duplexes 96 Households
Rental Elderly Apartments 28 Households
SNAP Qutreach (supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program) 7 Applications
Supportive Services for Veteran Families (ssvF) 80 Individuals
Telehealth 0 Individuals
Thrift Stores 800 Individuals
Transportation 1,294 Rides
Weatherization 11 Households
WIC Peer Counseling 23 Individuals
Women, Infants, and Children (wic) 982 Individuals

WE ARE HERE TO HELP

Visit us at www.bvca.net for more

information about the programs we
offer and how to apply.

BVCA has several positions
available! Visit www.bvca.net and
select “Careers” from the navigation
menu to find out more about our
career opportunities and benefits.

The Promise of Community Action

Community Action changes people's lives, embodies the spirit of hope, improves communities, and makes America a better place to live.
We care about the entire community and we are dedicated to helping people help themselves and each other.




